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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the President°s proposed FY 2000 budget includes $4 million                for the Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS) at Westover                Air Force Base in Chicopee.              

œThis new MEPS center is going to save money, and will improve                the quality of life for MEPS personnel and their dependents by making                available a commissary, base exchange and child care facilities,”                Olver said.              

œI applaud the Clinton Administration for advancing innovative                programs that cut costs and streamline procedures.  I will                work closely with my colleagues in Congress to ensure that the MEPS                center at Westover is included in the final budget passed later                this year,” Olver remarked.              

There are 65 MEPS across the country that determine applicant qualifications                for enlistment based on entrance standards that are established                by each Service. The majority of these stations are located in General                Services Administration (GSA) leased space. Once the new center                is completed, the Springfield MEPS center which is located in a                GSA Federal Building will be relocated to Westover.              

Congressman Olver is the ranking member on the Military Construction                subcommittee of Appropriations. Olver also serves on the Appropriations°                Transportation subcommittee.             
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